Explore Okavango

Explore Okavango
Okavango Delta - - Savute - Chobe National Park
8 Days / 7 Nights

Click here to view your Virtual Itinerary
Overview
This safari package concentrates on the lush and intricate waterways of the Okavango Delta. Your days are
spent on the river, watching elephants coming down to drink, the papyrus beds teem with prolific birdlife and
hippos abound.
After 5 days of exploring the waterways, you will be transferred to Savute Safari Lodge. The Savute area is world
renowned for its large concentration of predators, buffalo and elephant herds and it is the site of many
National Geographic documentaries.

Destination

Accommodation

Nights

Basis

Okavango Delta

Camp Okavango

2

FB

Okavango Delta

Xugana Island Lodge

3

FB

Savute - Chobe National
Park

Savute Safari Lodge

2

FB

Room Type

Key
RO: Room only
SC: Self Catering
HB: Half Board
B&B: Bed and breakfast
D, B&B: Dinner, bed and breakfast
FB: Dinner, bed, breakfast and lunch
FB+: Dinner, bed, breakfast, lunch and activities daily
FI: Fully inclusive

Day 1-3:

Camp Okavango, Okavango Delta

Okavango Delta
Lying in the middle of the largest expanse of sand on earth the Okavango Delta is one of Africa’s most amazing, sensitive
and complex environments supporting a spectacle of wilderness and wildlife. Unique as one of the world’s few inland
deltas, the placid waters and lush indigenous forests offer a safe haven for innumerable bird and wildlife species.
Described as 'the jewel of the Kalahari’, the Okavango Delta – a tranquil and isolated oasis set in the harsh and arid
surroundings of Botswana’s bush and desert – is widely regarded as one of Africa's best safari destinations, with its rich
diversity of fauna and flora. The delta is one of the largest and most important inland wetlands of the world, with 2500
species of plants, 65 fish species, 20 large herbivores and their attendant predators, and more than 450 species of birds.
The Okavango Delta is one of the world’s largest inland water systems. It rises in Angola’s western highlands, then flows
through northern Namibia and finally enters Botswana, where it is called the Okavango. Seen from space as an emerald
swirl surrounded by a parched landscape, the delta is a miraculous source of life in a country that is 80% arid. The delta’s
floods are fed by the Angolan rains, which start in October. The floods cross the border between Namibia and Botswana at
Mohembo in December and reach Maun only in July. The Okavango River never reaches the sea, but flows southeastwards into the Kalahari. Here it spreads out into a delta formation – a lush water-wilderness of papyrus swamps, shallow
reed-beds and floodplains, dotted with islands and laced with a network of channels and lagoons. The annual seasonal
flooding of the delta occurs during July and August, which is a few months after the peak levels at Mohembo. It takes
approximately four months to filter through the Delta from Mohembo to Maun. The reasons for this slow meandering pace
of the flood are the very gradual drop in elevation – little more than 60 metres over a distance of 450 kilometres – and the
dense vegetation, which slows down the movement of the water. A lot of the water is lost to groundwater re-charge as well
as evaporation. During the peak of the flooding the delta’s area can expand to over 16 000 km², shrinking to less than 9000
km² in the low period. As the water travels through the delta, the wildlife starts to move back into the region.
As the Okavango Delta always has a certain amount of water, water-based activities are on offer at many of the safari
camps situated there. A mokoro safari is a definite ‘must do’ for all guests visiting the Okavango Delta – a dugout canoe

poled along by your guide is a favourite method of exploring the waterways. Motor-boats operate on the main waterways
and lagoons. Traditional 4x4 game-viewing vehicles are used on the main island. Walking safaris are very popular in the
Delta – the feeling of being on foot in Africa's wilderness, exploring the flora and fauna, is a remarkable experience –
perhaps the most exciting way of viewing game – stalking and tracking wildlife with an expert guide

Overnight: Camp Okavango View iBrochure

Enchanting Camp Okavango sits at the heart of the Okavango Delta on Nxaraga Island. Its main lodge features a cocktail
bar, sitting area and wildlife reference library, with the dining room leading onto an expansive open-air patio where
evenings around the fire can be enjoyed.

Other facilities include a secluded bird-viewing hide and sundeck with plunge pool. Accommodating just 24 guests in
custom African-style safari tents on raised teak platforms, Camp Okavango offers guests en-suite facilities and private
viewing decks. For guests who demand the ultimate in exclusivity, Camp Okavango has the Okavango Suite, a thatched
cottage offering complete privacy.
All game-viewing activities are conducted by experienced guides and include exploring the Okavango Delta by mokoro
or motorboat and tracking the larger game species on guided nature walks on the many surrounding islands.

Activities
Mokoro Safaris at Camp Okavango
Camp Okavango Boat Trips
Camp Okavango Guided Walks

Included
Full Board
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 3-6:

Xugana Island Lodge, Okavango Delta

Overnight: Xugana Island Lodge View iBrochure
Xugana Lagoon is widely accepted as being the most spectacular permanent water site in the entire Okavango Delta.
Xugana Island Lodge, situated on a wooded island abutting the lagoon, takes full advantage of this magnificent site.
Xugana Island Lodge is situated on a private concession and takes full advantage of this magnificent site.
An expansive deck and al fresco dining area overlooks the vast, pristine body of water that makes up the permanent
Okavango Delta. The lounge, bar and dining areas are set back under the Ebony and African Mangosteen tree canopy in
open-sided thatched structures, and the swimming pool, located within the mature gardens in the centre of the island, is a
perfect place to relax.
The lodge accommodates only sixteen guests in large, raised, reed and thatch lagoon-facing chalets, with en-suite facilities
and private viewing decks optimally placed on the shaded fringe of the island.
Xugana Island Lodge is a pure water paradise and gives you the chance to experience a true Okavango Delta safari. All
activities are conducted by experienced professional guides. Explore the crystal-clear waterways by mokoro (traditional
dugout canoe) or motorboat, and enjoy the magnificent variety of bird, plant and reptile species found in the area.
Birding is absolutely spectacular, especially during the summer months when the migrant birds come to breed. Your
experienced guide will also take you on a guided nature walk on surrounding islands in the concession, giving you the
chance to experience nature up close and personal. Fishing for bream and tiger fish is also offered as an activity at the
lodge. Xugana Island Lodge is a water-based camp and game drive activities, using safari vehicles, are not possible.

Activities
Mokoro Trip
Motorboat Trip
Fishing

Included
Full Board
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 6-8:

Savute Safari Lodge, Savute - Chobe National Park

Savute - Chobe National Park

In the heart of Botswana’s Chobe National Park lies a dynamic wilderness. The Savute Marsh, fed by the Savute channel,
has developed a reputation over the years as one the world’s premier predator viewing areas, boasting one of the highest
concentrations of wildlife on the African continent. A number of award winning documentaries have cemented this
reputation. Key to this area is the unpredictable Savute Channel, which sometimes flows from the Linyanti's waterways and
into the heart of Chobe National Park, flooding the Savute Marsh. Even when dry, the marsh is a real attraction; a vast,
open grassland dotted with the skeletons of drowned trees.
The lion and hyena and zebra migrations are synonymous with Savute but the area also hosts an excellent diversity of other
predators and plains game species. Its pans and waterholes in the dry season sustain a large population of bull
elephants. Many animals pass through here on their annual migrations – attracted by the marsh's particularly nutritious
grasses. Zebra visit in large herds, accompanied by impala, wildebeest, giraffe, tsessebe, buffalo and elephant.

Overnight: Savute Safari Lodge

View iBrochure

To ensure a private and relaxing environment, Savute Safari Lodge accommodates just twenty-four guests in twelve
thatched chalets built of local timber. The chalets, which have been elegantly furnished in calm neutral tones to blend with
the natural environment, feature expansive private decks, a combined bedroom and lounge area and en suite facilities.
Sink into one of the numerous comfortable leather, wood or wicker sofas in the lounge – and library – or sip a cocktail in the
stylish bar. All these facilities are situated in a beautiful two-storey thatch-and-timber main building. Savute Safari Lodge
offers a shaded viewing deck, an al fresco dining area and swimming pool with spectacular pool loungers – ideal for
watching the varied wildlife – including the resident Elephants – as they make their way to the Channel to drink, bathe and
play.

Activities are organised around game drives throughout the Savute area in open 4x4 safari vehicles. Many trips will
incorporate a visit to the Savute Marsh to give you a chance to see the historic presence of the Savute Channel at the
marsh against a backdrop of teeming wildlife. Guests can also enjoy a visit to the ancient San rock paintings at Gubatsa
Hills – a small hilly outcrop which forms a prominent landmark in the otherwise flat landscape.
Savute boasts the second-largest summer Zebra migration in Africa; its timing is determined by the rains, but usually occurs
between November and December and again between February and April, when the Zebras move from the rivers in the
north in search of the rain-ripe grasslands and full waterholes in the southwest of the park. The migration is always followed
by large numbers of predators – the Zebra migration is a must for visitors.

Activities
Morning Game Drive
Afternoon Game Drive

Included
Full Board
Drinks (Local Brands) Included

Day 8:

Departure

After a last African Breakfast, you will depart on a charter plane to Maun International Airport for your connecting flight
home, with Africa firmly embedded in your heart.

Transport
Flight Information
Date

Flight

Departure Airport

Time

Arrival Airport

Maun Airport [MUB]

Camp Okavango

Xugana Island Lodge

Savute Safari Lodge

Savute Safari Lodge

Maun Airport [MUB]

Time

Class

Ref

Urgent Contact Numbers
Company Name

Telephone

Email Address

Contact Person

Pride of Africa Safaris

+267 6800 890

reservations@prideofafricasafaris.com

Tanja von Kaschke

